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1. THE AFTERMATH OF IRANIAN VICTORY "7 . = %0
' ! : v N ’
- Iran has begun to signal its intention to be recognized as v
the major regional power in the Gulf. Tehran now seems inclined;- R N
to hold Iranian forces at the Iragi border while it waits gor ‘ $ ST
Saddam Hussein's downfall and attempts to persuade the Gu AN T

states to cut their ties to Baghdad. Saddam Husseip, facghg '~} .°
growing internal difficulties, continues to stall for tim 1f L :
Iranian peace terms are not met, pressures will build in ehran {-. =
for incursions into Iragi territory. . - & : : 3 R

® : » ° '
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) Although Iran's victories demonstrate its regional waer, il
recent Iranian statements and behavicr suggest that Tehran does . -
not now intend to press its current military advantage to impose ° \':
radical Islamic govermnments on neighboring states. Rather, the a‘,gﬁv;
franian leadership apparently believes that the display of mili- ¥ (\"
tary prowess against Iraq, combined with the untested but potent
appeal of Islamic revolution, may be sufficient to secure Iranian T U
goals without further costs.. . -~ =~ -« . - ' ~—— R

. " In the Gulf, Tehran 1s employing a comples mix of diplomacy.
snd veiled threats to press the Arab Gulf states to reconsider
zheir support for an already defeated Iraqgl regime., For the o
moment, Tehran is refraining.from retaliation against Ruwait for

suspected military cooperation with Baghdad during the recent -~ <
fighting. | SR : - S NN
Ayatollah Xhomeini recently said that Iranian troops have'no - - K
intention of pushing into Iraq. In fagt, Iranian troops’have -l
balted at the border following their latest victories. The call o
for a march on the Shia holy cities-in Iraq, trumpeted during R

Irag’'s offensive in March by Ayatollah Montazeri, Khomeini's
possible successor, has not been repeated. Honetheless, Tehran

has not permanently ruled out the option of invading Irag should “ ¢
_¢wia ha yequired to ‘force acceptance of its basic demands. [::::::}25X1'¢
25X1 -

Saddam Hussein's ;Eqime has been serdiously jeopardized by
fran's recent victories. :When Khorramshahr- falls, as we expect
it to, it will be impossible to hide. the fact that Irag is losing
the war. This defeat might stimulate popular dissidence (last
veek.there was an unprecedented outbreak of urban violence
against the regime and the war in Iragi Kurdistdn).
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. But the principal danger to Saddam will come from within the =
regime, ‘'If the Iranians finally decide to enter Iraqg, Saddam's « .
remaining support will probably erode quickly., R Lo s
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